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Executive Summary 
 
 
In 1990 the Washington Legislature responded to the requirements of the federal 1988 
Family Policy Act and created a presumptive statewide schedule for child support 
determination.  In 1993, the Washington State Institute for Public Policy was asked by 
legislative leaders to analyze patterns of actual child support orders, to compare the state's 
support schedule with other states, and to compare the guidelines to the cost of raising 
children.   
 
To conduct this research, the Institute relied on a sample of child support summary reports, 
which are completed in county superior courts when child support decisions are made.  
The time period for the reports in the sample was between June 1993 and May 1994. 
 
The findings can be organized around four central questions: 

1.  What proportion of parental income is ordered to be spent on child support? 
When looking at the combined net income of the parents in the study group, the median 
level of court-ordered support for one-child families is 21 percent; for two-children 
families it is 30 percent, and for three-children families, it is 37 percent. 

2.  How frequently do the courts deviate from the statewide guidelines? 
The courts deviated from the presumptive guidelines in 54 percent of the cases examined 
in this study.  In 47 percent of the cases, courts lowered the amount from the standard 
level, they raised the amount in 7 percent of the cases, and they made no changes from the 
standard level in 46 percent of the cases. 

3.  How do child support orders in Washington compare to the costs of raising 
children? 
No consensus has emerged nationally on the precise costs of raising children.  The 
economic studies in this area typically describe the costs as a share of parental income.  
While a specific dollar value has not been uniformly accepted in the national cost 
literature, there is consensus that these studies, taken as a whole, form a low-to-high range 
for these costs.  The median level of Washington's child support orders falls within this 
range. 

4.  How do Washington's guidelines compare to other states? 

No study of actual child support levels has compared all fifty states.  One study compared 
the guidelines in all states, but it did not include the deviations courts make from the 
guidelines.  The study focused on three case examples.  For the first two examples, which 
reflect lower and middle parental income levels, Washington's guidelines were high in 
comparison to other states.  For the higher income case, Washington�s guidelines were in 
the middle of the distribution of states. 
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Introduction 
 
Background:1 
 
House Bill 2888, passed in the 1990 session of the Washington Legislature, created a 
presumptive schedule for child support awards in Washington State.  That legislation also 
directed the Washington Office of the Administrator for the Courts (OAC) to create a form 
summarizing the amount and calculation of child support awards.  When a decree or 
modification is entered, these Child Support Order Summary Reports must be filed with 
the county clerk and forwarded to OAC (see the Appendix  for a copy of this form).  These 
Child Support Order Summary Reports are collected and maintained, but are not regularly 
entered on a data base.  Although limited in scope, this information is the only data source 
for child support orders in Washington State during a given time period. 
 
In 1991, the Washington State Institute for Public Policy published an economic analysis 
of a representative cross-section of these Child Support Summary Reports.2  
 
The chairs of the Judiciary Committee of the Washington House of Representatives and 
the Law and Justice Committee of the Washington Senate, in 1993, asked the Washington 
State Institute for Public Policy: 

• to analyze patterns of child support orders in Washington State for the most 
recent year feasible,  

• to compare, if feasible, information about Washington's child support schedule 
with similar information from other states, and 

• to provide information about the cost of raising children relevant to an 
assessment of Washington's presumptive child support schedule.  

 
Study Methods: 
 
Data for this study were drawn from the approximately 18,000 Child Support Summary 
Reports received at the OAC between June 1993 and May 1994.  From these 18,000 
forms, a random sample of 7,934 forms was drawn and entered on a computerized data 
base.  Further analysis of this sample showed that: 

• 3,044 were support orders coded by the courts as paternity cases and were 
assumed to be public assistance cases.  The cause number stamped on the form 
by court clerks indicates paternity cases.  We analyzed these orders and found 
that their average monthly family income, family size, and child support order 

                                              
1 Draft reports, based on preliminary analyses of data, were presented to the Washington House Judiciary and Senate 
Law and Justice Committees in September 1994 and to the House and Senate Law and Justice Committees in January 
1995.  This final report benefits from an extensive review of all preliminary findings and a more thorough analysis of 
the data. 
2See Kate J. Stirling, �The Economic Consequences of Child Support in Washington State� (Olympia, Washington 
State Institute for Public Policy, 1991). 
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amounts verified this assumption that these cases were substantially different 
from non-paternity cases. 

• 2,868 were support orders where it was not clear whether it was or was not a 
paternity case. 

• 2,022 were support orders coded by the courts as non-paternity cases.  These 
cases represent those families getting divorces in 1993-94 or modifications of 
earlier support orders, where either the father or the mother was listed as the 
payor of the child support order. 

 
This study uses the third category of support orders (numbering 2,022), where either the 
father or the mother were ordered to pay child support, and that were coded by the court 
as non-paternity cases.  Using paternity cases or those cases where paternity may have 
been an issue, would have skewed both family income and the child support order amounts 
downward.  The purpose of this study is to analyze child support patterns for court orders 
of divorces and modifications in 1993-94, not the special cases of paternity establishment.  
 
What This Study Is: 
 
This study describes child support order patterns at a point in time, that is 1993-94, in 
Washington State.  This study is descriptive, and offers no conclusions or 
recommendations.  Five major areas of information are provided: 

1. What proportion of combined parental income is ordered for child support? 
2. How frequently do the courts deviate from the statewide presumptive 

guidelines? 
3. What are the patterns of child support orders from one parent to another? 
4. How do Washington's court-ordered child support levels compare to the cost of 

raising children? 
5. How do Washington's guidelines compare with other states? 

 
Data collected, coded and analyzed from Washington's Child Support Summary Reports 
provided the basis for some of this analysis.  This information, however, is quite limited in 
scope and breadth.  It allows for descriptions of income, child support order amounts, 
deviations, and other limited information.  Other information on patterns from other states 
and on the cost of raising children was collected from published research. 
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What This Study is NOT: 
 
This study is not a study of all divorced families in Washington State.  Instead, it includes 
a cross-section view of child support orders and modifications of orders filed during a one-
year period (1993-94). 
 
A comprehensive picture of all divorced families in Washington State, together with the 
impact of changing child support awards, child support payments, and deviations in both 
awards and payments, could only be gained from tracking a sample of such families over 
several years.  Such a picture is beyond the resources available for this study. 
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I.  Court-Ordered Child Support Levels in Washington 
 
How are court-ordered child support levels set in Washington? 

As established in RCW 26.19, courts in Washington use a �combined monthly net 
income� approach in setting child support levels.  Using a worksheet developed by the 
Office of the Administrator for the Courts (OAC), the after-tax incomes of both the father 
and the mother are listed for the court.  Based on the combined net income of the parents 
and on the number and age of the children, a court then determines the basic child support 
obligation from Washington�s �Child Support Economic Table.�3  A court can then 
modify this basic obligation reflecting extraordinary health care expenses, day care 
expenses, education expenses, long distance transportation expenses, and other special 
expenses.4  The result of these calculations is the standard child support obligation of the 
parents, which is allocated to each parent in proportion to his or her share of total 
combined net income.  Courts can then �deviate� from this standard calculation on a case-
by-case basis. 
 

What percent of monthly combined parental net income goes for court-
ordered child support in Washington? 
The percent varies depending on the size of the family, among other factors.  The study 
results show that in 1993-94 for a family with one child, the median level of court-ordered 
child support is 21 percent of combined net family income.  This means that half of the 
families with one child have support levels below 21 percent of net family income while 
half of the families with one child have a greater level of court-ordered child support.  This 
figure reflects the combined 
parental support for the child.  It 
counts both the court-ordered 
transfer by the non-custodial 
parent to the custodial parent, as 
well as the court-determined 
support obligation of the 
custodial parent.   
 
For a family with two children, 
the study shows that the median 
support level is 30 percent.  For 
three children, the median 
support level is 37 percent.  
Figure 1 shows these court-
ordered support levels for 
different family sizes. 

                                              
3RCW 26.19.020.  (Also, see Appendix). 
4RCW 26.19.080. 
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Figure 1
Median Level of Court-Ordered Child Support

as a Percent of the Combined Net Income of the Parents
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How many children are in the average family with court-ordered child 
support? 
 
The study results show that families in 1993-94 with court-ordered child support had, on 
average, 1.7 children.  Of all the families in the study, 50 percent had one child; 37 
percent had two children; 9 percent had three children; 3 percent had four children; and 1 
percent had 5 children.  Figure 2 shows this distribution graphically. 
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Figure 2
The Number of Children in Families

With Court-Ordered Child Support in Washington
Percent of Child Support Cases
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Do the Dollar Amounts of Court-Ordered Child Support Increase as the 
Incomes of the Parents Increase? 
 
Yes.  Washington�s Child Support Guidelines provide for a larger monthly level of child 
support as the parents� combined income increases.  Figure 3 shows the data for a one-
child family.5  The variation in the data reflects several factors: the age of the child; 
differences in the amounts courts determine for extraordinary health care expenses, day 
care expenses, education expenses, and long distance transportation expenses; and any 
deviations from the standard child support schedule ordered by the court.  However, 
parents� combined income is the major determinant of the dollar amount of the child 
support order.   
 

                                              
5Figures 3 and 4 plot the data for one-child families.  Since the number of children in the family is one of the main 
factors determining the level of child support, it is easier to discern the effects of income on child support levels for a 
particular family size, rather than mixing data on different family sizes.  One-child families were chosen because they 
are the most numerous; 50 percent of all child support families have just one child. 
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The Dollar Amount of Monthly Court-Ordered Child Support
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As the income of parents increases,
the dollar level of child support also increases, 

but there is considerable variation in court-determined levels.
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Does the Proportion of Income Ordered for Child Support Increase as the 
Income of the Parents Increase? 
 
No.  The data can also be expressed as a percent of the parents� income, rather than as the 
dollar amount of monthly child support.  For a one-child family, the median level of court-
ordered child support is 21 percent of combined net family income.  The line on Figure 4 
shows this 21 percent median figure.  The chart also shows a considerable variation in the 
percent of family income that a court orders for child support.  As mentioned above, the 
reasons for the variation include the different amounts calculated for extraordinary 
expenses as well as any other deviations from the standard child support schedule ordered 
by the court. 
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The Level of Monthly Court-Ordered Child Support

as a Percent of the Income of the Parents of One-Child Families

The median level of court-ordered support
for one-child families is 21 percent (the line), 

but there is considerable variation.
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II.  Court-Ordered Deviations from Washington�s Guidelines 
 
Based on the study of child support orders in Washington for 1993-94, how 
often do courts deviate from Washington�s standard child support 
guideline?  And by how much? 
 
From the study results, in about 47 percent of the child support cases in Washington, a 
court lowers the child support level from the standard amount in the state guidelines; in 7 
percent of the cases, a court raises the amount indicated in the state guidelines; and in the 
remaining 46 percent of the cases, courts do not deviate from the standard calculation in 
the state guidelines. Figure 5 shows this distribution graphically.  Thus in about 54 
percent of the cases examined in this study, courts deviated from the presumptive 
standards in Washington.6 

 
Of the cases where a court deviated from the standard calculation by lowering the 
obligation, the median reduction was $129 per month.  In those cases where a court 
increased the standard calculation, the median increase was $58 per month. 

                                              
6The deviations discussed in this section cover all instances when a court ordered a different amount from the 
standard child support guideline.  Defined this way, there is the possibility that courts deviate from the standard 
amount just to �round� the calculated amount to the nearest whole dollar level.  In this case, a �deviation� would not 
be for a substantial reason, but just for the convenience of ordering a rounded number.  To test for this, a dollar 
band around the amount of the deviation was used in the study.  For example, if a $10 a month band around the 
deviations is allowed for rounding, then the number of reported �deviations� in the study drops, but only slightly.  
In the $10 case, the percent of court orders involving a deviation drops to 50 percent (from 54 percent without the 
$10 �rounding� band).  If the band is widened to $25 dollars, then the number of cases with deviations drops to 47 
percent. 

No deviations
46%

Courts Reduce 
Support Level:

47%

Courts Raise 
Support Level:

7%

Figure 5
Court-Ordered Deviations from the 

State Child Support Guidelines
Percent of Child Support Cases
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Based on the study, do deviations vary with the number of children in the 
family? 
 
Yes.  The results from the 
study show that for a one-child 
family, when courts lower the 
standard support obligation, 
the median decrease for the 
non-custodial parent is about 
32 percent.  When courts 
increase the support obligation 
for a one-child family, the 
median increase is about 18 
percent.  Figure 6 shows these 
results along with data for two- 
and three-child families.  The 
most significant finding is that 
courts have tended to lower 
support obligations more, and 
raise support obligations less, 
for three-child families than for one- or two-child families. 
 
 
Do the court-ordered deviations vary with the amount of income of the non-
custodial parent? 
 
Yes.  The results from the study show that when courts have lowered the non-custodial 
parent�s standard obligation, they have done so by a median 65 percent for those cases 
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where the non-custodial parent�s income level is between $0 and $1,000 per month.  It is 
also in the lowest income groups that the largest percent increases occurred for those cases 
where courts ordered an upward deviation from the standard calculation.  Figure 7 shows 
these results along with the median percentage deviations for different income groupings.  
For several of these income groupings, the sample size is small and the percentages 
reported here should be viewed cautiously.  The most significant finding is the large 
downward deviation for the lowest income group. 
 
 
Do deviations vary depending on whether the court order is an original court 
order or a modification to an existing order? 
 
No.  In the sample of cases used in this study, about 68 percent were original court orders 
and the other 32 percent were modifications to existing court orders.  For the original 
orders, courts deviated from the standard support guidelines about 52 percent of the time.  
For the court actions modifying the original orders, courts deviated from the standard 
support guidelines an almost identical 53 percent of the time.  Thus the decision of a court 
to deviate from the standard support calculation in the state guidelines seems to have little 
to do with whether the order is an original order or a modification decision. 
 
 
Are deviations from the State Guidelines more likely to occur when a 
superior court judge makes the decision, or when an administrative law 
judge decides? 
 
From the data in the study, it appears that very few of the cases are decided by 
administrative law judges.  Superior court judges decided 99 percent of the cases in the 
sample and deviated from the State guidelines 53 percent of the time.  In the 1 percent of 
the cases decided by administrative law judges, deviations occurred in 56 percent of the 
orders. 
 
 
Do the courts give reasons when deviations are made from the State 
Guidelines? 
 
In 38 percent of the cases reviewed in this study, no reasons for deviating from the State 
Guidelines were recorded on the Child Support Summary Report. It is not known whether 
this was because no reason was given in the actual order, or whether the reasons were just 
not reported on the Summary Report.  Of those cases where courts listed reasons for 
deviations on the Summary Reports, 91 percent of time the deviation was related to 
parental factors, as opposed to the needs of the children.  Particular reasons listed for the 
deviations include: other children to support, agreement between the parties, time spent 
with children, and low or high income of the parents.   
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How do deviations in Washington compare to deviations in other states? 
 
There is a lack of consistent information to answer this question.  The U.S. Office of Child 
Support Enforcement will be conducting an analysis of deviations in ten states (including 
Washington).  This study is scheduled for completion by September 30, 1995.7  Part of the 
difficulty in comparing states is the lack of a consistent way of defining what a �deviation� 
is among the states.  For example, in Washington, a judge can modify the amount of child 
support in the state�s economic table by adding support for day care expenses.  This 
modification, allowed under RCW 26.19.080, is not considered a deviation from the 
Washington�s Guideline.  In 26 other states, however, day care expenses are listed as 
reasons for �deviating� from the guidelines.8  
 
 
Are there awards for post-secondary education in the original court orders, 
or in the subsequent modifications to the original orders? 
 
Provisions for post-secondary education occurred in 24 percent of the original court orders 
and in 21 percent of orders modifying the original orders.  Actual dollar awards for post-
secondary education, on the other hand, were provided for in about 2 percent of the 
original orders, and in about 7 percent of the modifying orders. 
 
 

                                              
7Telephone conversation with Robert Bleimann, a contractor to the federal Office of Child Support Enforcement, 
February 13, 1995. 
8See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, (1994), Child Support Guidelines: The Next Generation, pp86-
87. 
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III.  Court-Ordered Child Support Obligations from One Parent 
to Another 
 
What percent of monthly net income is a divorced father or mother ordered 
to pay in child support?  
 
The results of the study show that when fathers are ordered by courts to pay child support, 
they are ordered to pay 23 percent of their median net income.  This means that half of the 
orders for fathers are below 23 percent of the fathers� net income and half are above.  
When mothers are ordered to pay, the median amount is 17 percent of mothers� net 
income.  Table 1 shows these numbers along with data on how the court-ordered 
obligations vary for the father and the mother depending on the income of the parent 
ordered to pay, and on the number of children in the family.     
 
The last section of Table 1 shows data on the median dollar amounts of the court-ordered 
payments.  When fathers are ordered to pay, the median monthly payment is $421; when 
mothers are ordered to pay, the median amount is $116.  Part of the reason for the 
difference in these two numbers relates to the relative income levels of fathers and 
mothers.  From the sample data, in those cases where fathers are ordered to pay child 
support, the median net income of fathers is $1,717 while the net income of custodial 
mothers is $1,000.  In those cases where mothers are ordered to pay child support, the 
median net income of mothers is $1,025 while the net income of custodial fathers is 
$1,797.  Thus in both situations the fathers� share of total combined family income is about 
63 percent.  Since the Washington Child Support Guidelines allocate the total amount of 
support to each parent based on his or her share of total income, then fathers will typically 
pay more because they tend to have more income�either when they are the proposed 
payors or when they are the proposed payees.     
 
It needs to be stressed that the number of cases in the sample used in this study is very 
small for some of these sub-classifications, especially for those cases where the mother is 
ordered to pay child support.  Conclusions should be very tentative when the sample sizes 
are small. 
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Table 1 
Court-Ordered Child Support Payments 

From One Parent to Another 
 When the Parent Ordered to Pay is the... 
 ...Father ...Mother 

 
Court Order as Percent of Monthly Net Income 

  

 Median from Sample 23% 17% 
 Maximum from Sample 93% 75% 
 Minimum from Sample 0% 0% 

 
Court Order as Median Percent of Monthly Net Income

  

   By the Income Level of the Parent Ordered to Pay   
 Less Than $1,500 23% 16% 
 $1,500 to $2,499 25% 17% 
 $2,500 to $3,499 21% 21% 
 More Than $3,500 20% 18% 

 
Court Order as Median Percent of Monthly Net Income

  

   By the Number of Kids in the Family   
 One Child 21% 15% 
 Two Children 29%  19% 
 Three Children 37% 16% 
 Four Children 37% 21% 

 
Monthly Dollar Amount of the Court-Ordered Payment 

  

 Median from Sample $421  $116  
 Maximum from Sample $2,000  $825  
 Minimum from Sample $0  $0  
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IV.  Comparison of Washington�s Court-ordered Child Support 
Levels with Research on the Cost of Raising Children 
 
Various studies of child-raising costs have been conducted nationally.  These studies 
analyze costs in terms of a percent share of family income.  There is little consensus 
regarding the percent share needed for child-raising costs.  Rather, the theoretical literature 
seems to conclude that the studies, taken as a group, form a high-to-low range of what it 
costs to raise children.9   
 
Based on the literature and the results from this study, Washington�s child support 
guidelines�and the deviations courts make from them�put median court-ordered child 
support levels in Washington within the high-to-low range of cost estimates of raising 
children.  Figure 8 below, and Table 2 on the next page, show the results of the various 
cost studies along with Washington�s median child support levels from the study.  For a 
one-child family, the estimated theoretical costs of raising a child range from 15 percent to 
33 percent of family net income�Washington�s actual median support level is 21 percent 
for a one-child family.  For a two-child family, the theoretical costs range from 25 percent 
to 45 percent�Washington�s actual level is 30 percent.  For a three-child family, the 
estimated child-raising costs range from 33 percent to 55 percent�Washington�s actual 
median child support level is 37 percent. 
 

 
 

                                              
9See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, (1994), Child Support Guidelines: The Next Generation, p22.  
See also Andrea H. Beller and John W. Graham, (1993), Small Change: the Economics of Child Support, Yale 
University Press, p204. 
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Table 3 shows the percent of child support cases in Washington that lie above, within, or 
below the high-to-low range of national studies on the cost of raising a child.  For a one-
child family, 6 percent of the cases looked at in this study had child-support levels above 
the national range, 78 percent were within the national cost range, and 16 percent were 
below the national range.  For three-child families, 35 percent of the cases had child-
support levels below the national range while 61 percent were within the range.   
 

Table 2 
National Estimates of Child Raising Costs and 

Median Washington Court-Ordered Child Support Levels 
Child Cost as a Percent of Net Income By Family Size(1) 

Study by Author Number of Children in Family 
One Two Three 

Betson I (2)(4) 31% 45% 55% 
Betson II (2) 24% 33% 36% 
Espenshade (2) 27% 43% 53% 
Lazear & Michael I (2) 17% 28% 37% 
Turchi (2) n/a 29% n/a 
Olson (2) 24% 40% 53% 
USDA (2) 28% 45% 53% 
Lazear & Michael II (3)(4) 15% 25% 33% 
Betson III (5) 33% 45% 51% 
Maximum of Listed Studies 33% 45% 55% 
Minimum of Listed Studies 15% 25% 33% 
Median Court-Ordered Child Support 
Levels in Washington (see § I of this report) 21%

 
30% 

 
37% 

Notes 

(1)  All values for the listed national studies have been converted from gross to net 
income figures by using .75 to account for income and payroll taxes. 
(2)  As reported in Andrea H. Beller and John W. Graham, (1993), Small Change: the 
Economics of Child Support, Yale University Press, Table 6.11, page 206. 
(3)  As reported in Laurie J. Bassi and Burt S. Barnow, (1993), "Expenditures on Children 
and Child Support Guidelines," Journal of Policy Analysis and Management,  
v12 n3, Table 1, page 485.  
(4)  As reported in U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, (1994), Child Support 
Guidelines: The Next Generation, p23. 
(5)  Calculated from the results in David Betson et al., (1992), "Trade-Offs Implicit in 
Child-Support Guidelines," Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, v11, n1,  
Table 2, page 8.   

Table 3 
The Percent of Washington Child-Support Orders  

Above, Within, or Below the National Child-Raising Cost Range 
            Number of Children in Family   

One Two Three
Above the National Cost Range 6% 6% 4%
Within the National Cost Range 78% 68% 61%
Below the National Cost Range 16% 27% 35%
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V.  Comparison of Washington�s Guidelines with Other States  
 
How do Washington�s child support levels compare to those in other states? 
 
No study of actual child support levels has been done comparing all fifty states.  Under the 
federal Family Support Act of 1988, each state is required to establish presumptive 
statewide guidelines.  Courts can then �deviate� from these state guidelines on a case by 
case basis.  To date, no study has compared the actual, post-deviation, support amounts in 
the states.  As mentioned earlier in this report, the U.S. Office of Child Support 
Enforcement will be conducting an analysis of deviations in ten states (including 
Washington).  This study is scheduled for completion by September 30, 1995.10 
 
One study, done at Indiana University, has compared the child support guidelines in all 
fifty states.11  That study, because it only looks at state guidelines, does not take into 
account the deviations that courts make from the guidelines. As discussed elsewhere in this 
report, courts in Washington have often lowered the amounts prescribed in this state�s 
guidelines.   
 
With this limitation in mind, the results of the Indiana University study are shown on 
Table 4.  The study compares the amount of money that each state�s guidelines indicate a 
non-custodial parent (assumed in the study to be a father) should pay to a custodial parent 
(assumed to be the mother).  The chart plots the range of results for all 50 states.  The data 
for Washington are highlighted.  The study provides three cases: 
 
• CASE A.  For a father with a gross income of $720 per month, a mother with gross 

income of $480, and two children, the state guidelines in the 50 states would suggest 
support payments by the father ranging from $15 per month (in Montana) to $327 (in 
Indiana).  The average figure for the United States for this case is $202 while for 
Washington the figure is $287. 

  
• CASE B.  When the father�s income is $1,500 a month, the mother�s income is $1,000, 

and again with a two-child family, the monthly support payments range from $253 (in 
West Virginia) to $516 (in Connecticut).  The U.S. average is $394 while 
Washington�s guidelines suggest $501.   

  
• CASE C.  Finally, when the father�s gross income is $2,640 per month and the 

mother�s income is $1,760, the range in monthly support payments is from $391 (in 
West Virginia) to $851 (in Connecticut).  The U.S. average is $605 while 
Washington�s guidelines indicate $639. 

                                              
10Telephone conversation with Robert Bleimann, a contractor to the federal Office of Child Support Enforcement, 
February 13, 1995. 
11Pirog-Good, Maureen A., and Mullins, Daniel R., �Legislated Inequalities: 1993 Child Support Guidelines,� draft 
paper obtained from the author. 
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Table 4 
State Rankings from a Survey of 1993 State Child Support Guidelines 

Monthly Child Support Awards (Dollars) Yielded by State Guidelines for Three Cases 
(The numbers do not include court-ordered deviations from the State Guidelines) 

Case A* Case B* Case C* 
Father's Gross Income: $720  Father's Gross Income: $1,500 Father's Gross Income: $2,640 
Mother's Gross Income: $480  Mother's Gross Income: $1,000 Mother's Gross Income: $1,760 
Combined Gross Income: $1,200  Combined Gross Income: $2,500 Combined Gross Income: $4,400 

Indiana $327  Connecticut $516 Connecticut $851 
Rhode Island $315  Washington $501 Massachusetts $776 
Maryland $295  Indiana $485 California $740 
Kentucky $293  Rhode Island $480 Florida $709 
Missouri $293  California $467 New Jersey $702 
Virginia $289  Florida $460 New York $700 
Washington $287  Massachusetts $458 Vermont $696 
Maine $286  Arizona $453 Indiana $687 
Arizona $284  Maryland $449 Rhode Island $677 
New Mexico $283  Kentucky $448 Georgia $673 
North Carolina $272  New Jersey $446 Nevada $660 
Ohio $266  Virginia $443 Wisconsin $660 
Louisiana $265  Missouri $440 Arizona $658 
Florida $262  Vermont $439 New Hampshire $656 
California $261  New York $436 Maryland $655 
Alabama $260  Michigan $433 Tennessee $654 
Colorado $260  New Mexico $433 Idaho $647 
New Jersey $259  North Carolina $432 Louisiana $645 
Oklahoma $258  Louisiana $426 Virginia $641 
South Carolina $256  Maine $425 Kentucky $640 
Pennsylvania $254  Idaho $424 Washington $639 
Idaho $245  Alabama $417 North Carolina $638 
Kansas $225  Ohio $417 Alabama $622 
Tennessee $197  Pennsylvania $415 Missouri $620 
Iowa $187  New Hampshire $412 Wyoming $620 
Georgia $184  Hawaii $410 Michigan $616 
Nevada $180  Colorado $409 New Mexico $612 
Wisconsin $180  Kansas $406 Maine $611 
Minnesota $170  South Carolina $400 Colorado $610 
Oregon $165  Delaware $397 Kansas $609 
Michigan $162  Tennessee $391 Ohio $601 
West Virginia $155  Oklahoma $385 Oregon $590 
Utah $153  Georgia $383 South Carolina $589 
Arkansas $150  Nevada $375 Delaware $587 
Texas $147  Wisconsin $375 Hawaii $570 
New Hampshire $140  Iowa $355 Minnesota $556 
Mississippi $138  Nebraska $333 Iowa $554 
Alaska $137  Minnesota $330 North Dakota $554 
Illinois $136  North Dakota $328 Pennsylvania $553 
Wyoming $133  South Dakota $328 Alaska $526 
South Dakota $128  Oregon $327 Mississippi $522 
North Dakota $126  Wyoming $324 South Dakota $515 
Delaware $100  Arkansas $305 Texas $510 
Hawaii $60  Alaska $300 Nebraska $507 
Nebraska $54  Texas $295 Oklahoma $505 
New York $25  Mississippi $294 Illinois $477 
Montana $15  Montana $288 Arkansas $475 
Connecticut N/A  Illinois $281 Montana $451 
Massachusetts N/A  Utah $264 Utah $442 
Vermont N/A  West Virginia $253 West Virginia $391 
Source: Pirog-Good, Maureen A., Daniel R. Mullins, "Legislated Inequalities: 1993 Child Support Guidelines," Draft paper.
* In addition to the income assumptions, each case assumes a two-child family with ages 7 and 13; the Father pays union
  dues of $30 per month; the children's monthly health care expenses total $25; and monthly child care expenses of $150. 
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